
 

                            CHAIR’S ADDRESS TO THE AGM 14th APRIL 2022 

Welcome everyone and thank you for your ongoing support as members of Cheerful 

Sparrows Thanet Charity. 

 I particularly want to thank my fellow trustees here today. Without their hard work and 

dedication there would be no ‘Cheerful Sparrows.’ I am ever mindful of how supportive they 

are and want to sincerely thank them. A special mention of our newest recruit, Peter Silver, 

who we welcomed as a trustee a few months ago. I believe we have a very strong team with 

which to look to the future. 

Looking back over the last three years, we have not been able to have an AGM, so I am glad 

to be able to report back to you now. 

Facing the challenging times that we now live in, we have kept going as a local registered 

charity, including throughout the Covid pandemic. We are proud that during this time we have 

helped over 180 local families who were facing extreme hardship. We have also supported 

staff and patients on the wards at the QEQM Hospital.                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                  

At the beginning of the crisis, we changed the way we worked so that we could respond to 

urgent needs on a weekly basis and we continue to work this way. We have found cookers, 

washing machines, fridges and freezers when a broken-down appliance was perhaps the last 

straw. We have provided beds and bedding for children, pushchairs and car seats for babies 

and clothes and uniforms for school children. The list of requests, that we take only from 

professionals who know the families well, is as varied as it is long. Our vital work has helped 

to make the Covid crisis bearable for families who had very little to begin with. 

As we were one of the very few charities that kept going, and after nearly 100 years of helping 

local people, our present funds will only last a few more months. That is why we launched our 

‘Friends of Cheerful Sparrows’ appeal in January of this year. Could I ask that you consider 

this as a new option? Please go to our website www.cheerfulsparrows.org.uk for more 

information. 

A regular income from our good ‘Friends’ will help us and the people of Thanet look to a much 

brighter future. We are always very careful with your kind donations and every penny will go 

towards helping someone in Thanet; someone who will know that our community really cares 

about making a difference.  

Thank you. 

Janis Buckley 

Chair of Cheerful Sparrows Thanet Charity 

(Registered Charity No.276074) 

http://www.cheerfulsparrows.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 


